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INTRODUCTION

The Macleay Museum has nearly 1,200 mammalian specimens. At least
8 of these are types. As noted in the earlier papers in this series (Stanbury
1968, Goldman, Hill and Stanbury 1969, Stanbury 1969) further types may
lie unrecognized in the Museum.

TaE MAMMALIAN TYPES

Six of the mammalian types were collected on the “Chevert” expedition
to New Guinea in 1875 (see Macmillan 1957). The other two, from North
Western Australia, were collected by W. W. Froggatt, one of Sir William
Macleay’s collectors.

All but one of the specimens are mounted or stuffed skins. Sminthopsis
froggatti is stored in spirit. All the specimens are stored in the dark. Some
fading is apparent on most of the specimens. One, Dorcopsis beccarii has lost
about 40% of its fur.

RARE MARSUPIALS

The Macleay Museum also possesses a number of rare marsupial specimens
which are not types but which now are extinct or virtually so: for example
Onychogalea fraenata (Lower Murrumbidgee, N.S.W.), Myrmecobius rufus
(S. Australia), Antechinus apicalis (King Georges Sound, W. A.). and
Thylacinus cynocephalus (Tasmania).
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